vi]              OBEDIENCE TO AUTHORITY              83

Samuel Dunn, superintendent of the circuit, a man of some
scholarship, autocratic, hard, obstinate, and incurably
radical. He was destined to become one of the Reformers
who rent the Wesley an body in twain, one of the famous
five ministers expelled from the Wesleyan Church on a
question of its government, William Booth spoke always
well of this man, saying that he was kind to him, encouraged
him, helped him: but it was the kindness of a headmaster
to a boy in the second form, the encouragement of a general
to a private soldier, the help which a bishop may stoop to
give to a sacristan or a Sunday school teacher; there was
nothing of warmth and generosity in this kindness; it
was always cold, formal, and aloof. Nevertheless in the
austerity of the minister, his unbending rigidity, and his
severe earnestness, the young William Booth saw something
to honour and respect, something to which he could look up,
and something of which he stood always in a little awe.
And in the services of the chapel conducted by this austere
minister, he got all the warmth, fire, and excitement that
his soul desired,

There were Love Feasts on Sunday afternoons, when
men spoke freely of their religious experiences; at night
the great chapel, which held at that time eighteen hundred
people, was filled chiefly with working-class members, and
after this service there was a prayer-meeting, free of all
ritual and formality, at which men uttered their supplica-
tions with a fervour and a freedom unknown at the present
time. Conversion was the central doctrine of the Meth-
odists, and at the evening services sinners were invited to
confess their sins, to elect then and there for God, and to                       \

prove the reality of their hunger for Divine mercy by com-                       f

ing inside the communion-rails and there giving themselves                       |

up to Christ.   The oratory of James Caughey had given                       \

fresh impulse to this revival of the old Methodist teaching,                       !

and none who worshipped in that chapel was more con-                       \

vinced of the need for conversion than William Booth, none
more earnestly proclaimed this doctrine of the miracle.                       i

Caughey had preached an unforgettable sermon on the words
recorded in St. Mark, " Therefore I say unto you, what
things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive
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